
2017 Series Scholarships for Academic Excellence 
 
Purpose: 
The purpose of the Scholarships for Academic Excellence is to provide high school students who are 
the top students (i.e., via Regent’s examination results, class rank, or local examination results in their 
respective high school by the end of their junior year) with a scholarship to attend an institution of 
higher education in New York State. 
 
Background: 
Pending the appropriation of State funds during the current session of the New York State Legislature, 
8,000 scholarships will be awarded.  Of these 8,000, 2,000 scholarships will have a value of $1,500 each 
and 6,000 scholarships will have a value of $500 each. 
 
Eligibility Requirements: 

1. Each scholarship recipient must graduate from a New York State high school by the end of 
the current school year. 

2. Each scholarship recipient must be a legal resident of New York State for at least one year 
prior to September 30 of the current year.  To qualify as a legal resident of New York State, 
an individual must: 
a. be a citizen of the United States, or 
b. be an alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence in the United States, or 
c. be an individual of a class of refugee paroled by the attorney general of the United State 

under the parole authority pertaining to the admission of aliens to the United States. 
3. To use the benefits of the scholarship, the recipient must be in attendance as a full-time, 

matriculated student at an approved postsecondary institution located in New York State by 
the Fall semester of the current year. 

 
Outcomes  
Up to eight-thousand (8,000) scholarships are available annually to respective high school principals, 
pending submission of a nomination form.  The awards are renewable for up to four academic years of 
undergraduate study or five academic years for registered five-year academic programs. 
 
Call for Nominations and Deadline 
Every year, over 1,000 scholarships go unused due to a lack of nominations being submitted or 
nomination paperwork received after the allowable date for inclusion for these awards.  
 
So we ask if you know a student who you think may be eligible (i.e., via top Regent’s examination 
results, class rank, or local examination results), please contact the student’s principal or high school 
guidance counselor regarding the Scholarships for Academic Excellence and the nomination process. 
Please note that the deadline for nominations is February 15, 2017. 
 
For more information on eligibility requirements, please see our website at 
www.highered.nysed.gov/kiap.scholarships. 

http://www.highered.nysed.gov/kiap.scholarships

